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REQUEST FOR RECONSIDERATION AFTER FINAL UNDER 37 C.F.R. §1.1 16 

In response to the Advisory Action dated November 9, 2004, applicants request 
- reconsideration of-Claims 1-3, 6-10, 1 1, and 33-35 in view of the following amendments 
and remarks. 

Amendments to the Claims are reflected in the listing of claims which begins on 
page 2 of this response. Since the amendments in applicants' response of October 15, 
2004 were not entered, the indications of material added or deleted and the status 
identifiers in the presently requested amendments are with reference to the last set of 
entered claims, submitted June 3, 2004. 

Remarks begin on page 4 of this response. 
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LISTING OF CLAIMS 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings of claims in the 
application: 



1. (Currently Amended) A combinatorial screening apparatus comprising: 

a) a cell body containing a fluid inlet; 

b) a fluid permeable, conductive, catalyst array support positioned adjacent to the 

cell body, said catalyst array support having multiple locations for 
supporting solids and having a first side and a second side; 

c) an independent catalyst mask positioned adjacent to the first side of the 

catalyst array support, said catalyst mask having material removed to form 
holes where the holes are in alignment with the multiple locations for 
supporting solids of the catalyst array support and thereby defining an 
unobstructed area above each location for supporting solids and masking 
the remainder of the catalyst array support; and 

d) a cell cover positioned adjacent to the catalyst array support, said cell cover 

having material removed to allow for monitoring of the solids T and; 

e) an excitation source in alignment with the cell cover wherein the excitation 

source is an ultraviolet radiation source. 

2. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1 further comprising a detector in alignment with 
the cell cover. 

3. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1 further comprising a diffuser positioned 
between the catalyst array support and fluid inlet of the cell body. 

4. (Cancelled). 

5. (Cancelled). 

6. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1 further comprising at least one fastener. 

7. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1 further comprising a seal between each of the 
elements a-d of Claim 1. 

8. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 1 further comprising an independent 
reagent mask positioned between the cell body and the catalyst array support, 
adjacent to the second side of the catalyst array support, said reagent mask having 
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material removed to form holes where the holes are in alignment with the multiple 
locations for supporting solids of the catalyst array support and thereby defining a 
unobstructed area below each location for supporting solids and masking the 
remainder of the catalyst array support. 

9. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1 further comprising a diffuser located between 
the cell body and the catalyst array support. 

10. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein the catalyst array support is carbon 
paper. 

11. (Cancelled). 

12. (Original) The apparatus of Claim 1 wherein the cell body is further characterized 
in having a fluid outlet. 

13. -32. Canceled 

33. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 8 further comprising a diffuser 
located between the cell body and the reagent mask. 

34. (Previously Presented) The apparatus of Claim 8 further comprising a seal between 
the cell body and the reagent mask; a seal between the reagent mask and the catalyst 
arrays support; a seal between the catalyst array support and the catalyst mask; and 
a seal between the catalyst mask and the cell cover. 

35. (New) A combinatorial screening apparatus comprising: 

a) a cell body containing a fluid inlet; 

b) a fluid permeable, conductive, catalyst array support positioned adjacent to the 

~^l^ody^_ saicl ^Syst^lr^Tuppoft "Haying murtipl^lbpSi^nsToi\ "T.~7~~ 
supporting solids and having a first side and a second side; 

c) an independent Plexiglas catalyst mask positioned adjacent to the first side of 

the catalyst array support, said catalyst mask having material removed to 
form holes where the holes are in alignment with the multiple locations for 
supporting solids of the catalyst array support and thereby defining an 
unobstructed area above each location for supporting solids and masking 
the remainder of the catalyst array support; and 

d) a cell cover positioned adjacent to the catalyst array support, said cell cover 

having material removed to allow for monitoring of the solids 
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REMARKS 

The Final Office Action of September 14, 2004 in paragraph 13 states that Claims 
5 and 1 1 were objected to as being dependent on a rejected base claim but would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form including all the limitations of the base claim 
and any intervening claims. 

Therefore, in accordance with the Final Office Action, the limitations of Claim 5 
and intervening claim 4 have been incorporated into Claim 1, thereby effectively 
rewriting claim 5 in independent form. Claims 4 and 5 are cancelled. Claims 2-3, 6-12 
and 33-34 depend from now allowable Claim 1 . 

Dependent Claim 11 has been cancelled and new independent Claim 35 was 
added in accordance with the Final Office action stating that Claim 1 1 would be 
allowable if rewritten in independent form combining all the limitations of the June 3, 
2004 version of Claims 1 and 1 1. New Claim 35 contains all the limitations of the June 3, 
2004 version of Claims ! and 11. 

Accordingly, in view of the above amendments and remarks, this application is 
now believed to be in a condition for an allowance of all pending claims and such action 
is respectfully requested. 

Respectfully submitted, 




Maryann Maas 
Attorney for Applicants 
Reg. No. 38,954 
(847) 391-2137 (phone) 
(847)391-2387 (fax) 
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